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Français 3202

Examination Specifications (2007-08)
The intent of the Examination Specifications is to convey to the classroom teacher and student how the Français 3202 curriculum outcomes will be tested on the public examination.  These Examination Specifications provide the weighting and the format for evaluating each language skill area. 







The Français 3202 Public Examination is worth 100 marks (25 for each of listening comprehension, reading comprehension and writing ability). The final mark will include the speaking component, an oral production exercise worth 25 marks, to be conducted by the teacher.

Part 1: 

Oral Production (value 25%)

The Oral Production Exercise comprises a taped 15-minute conversation based on pictures and questions provided to the teachers. Each year 6 pictures and accompanying questions related to the themes of Français 3202 will be provided.

Students are given a picture with a quote 15 minutes prior to the oral production exercise.  At this point they are asked to: 


(i)
find a title for their picture and justify it.


(ii)
prepare for a description of its various elements.


(iii)
prepare for a discussion on the theme it develops.


(iv)
prepare for a discussion of the quote which accompanies their 




picture.

During the preparation time, students are permitted to use language aids such as dictionaries or verb guides. However, students may not bring any language aids or notes to the actual oral assessment. Nothing is to be written on the sheet bearing the image and the quote. Teachers must limit themselves to reading the questions provided although they are permitted to rephrase or repeat questions students may not have understood.

The Oral assessment will attribute 60% of the mark for Message and 40% for Form.  

Guidelines for administering the oral production exercise and rubrics for its assessment are included in a further section of the administration guide.

Part II:

 Section A: Listening Comprehension (value 25 %)

The Listening Component is to be completed in one common 45/50-minute period during the June Examination Schedule. A variety of voices and accents, predominantly francophone, are used. 

The Listening Comprehension component of the examination consists of two parts:

In Item 1 (10%), students are presented with one picture/image. They listen to 4 sentences and select from among them the most appropriate one to accompany the given image. Each sentence in this item is read twice.

In Item 2 (15%), students hear three different short passages twice. The passages will be either dialogues or monologues or a combination of both. Each listening passage is followed by five multiple-choice questions. Questions are provided on the exam to guide the students.  Students will hear four possible answers (twice) and select the one they consider to be correct.

Section B:
Reading Comprehension (value 25%) 
This section consists of 3 texts or sight passages. Students are required to complete a total of 25 selected response items. The chosen passages are relevant to the students and realistic in the assumption of students’ cultural awareness and knowledge base.

Section C: Written Production (value 25 %) 

Students write 2 compositions (350 and 200 words respectively) using different discourses. The first composition is a comparative study and the second is a personal response. Writing rubrics are used to assess the compositions.

The written assessment will attribute 60% of the mark for Message and 40% for Form. 

Electronic devices, such as pagers and cell phones, as well as dictionaries or verb guides such as the Bescherelle are not permitted in the examination room.

All exams are to be written in blue or black ink.

The June exam (Sections A, B and C) is designed to be completed in three hours. The oral interview is conducted separately.

Français 3202

Public Examination

The Français 3202 public examination follows the Senior High Français Curriculum Guide, and is therefore divided into four sections of equal value: oral production, listening comprehension, reading comprehension and written production.

The oral production section of the Français 3202 public examination is to be administered by teachers near the end of the school year. This part of the guide provides a detailed description of the teacher’s role, the school administrator’s responsibilities and criteria for assessing student performance.

Part 1

Oral Production (25%)

Part I consists of an oral production exercise to be conducted with each student and graded by the teacher in accordance with the guidelines provided by the Department of Education.  Specific requirements for the administration, grading, and reporting of that exercise are as follows:

Information for Principals

1.
 School principals are to prepare an oral production exercise schedule to include all 
students in the Français 3202 course.

2.
The oral production exercise is to be a minimum of fifteen minutes in length, and 
conducted as efficiently as possible during the year-end evaluation period.  It is 
recommended that no more than 10 students be assessed per day.

3.
School administrators are asked to provide a classroom next to the room where the oral 
production assessments are held, to enable students to prepare for their interview 15 
minutes prior to its actual time. A tape recorder will also be required.

Information on Recording and Labeling

4.
All oral production exercise sessions are to be recorded on cassette tapes 

provided by the Department. One 90-minute tape for each four students will be 
provided, and teachers are to record two sessions only on each side.

5.
Students and tapes are to be identified as follows:


(a) Each student shall be identified orally on the tape by EXAM NUMBER immediately 
preceding the oral production exercise session - the 
teacher must record: "Français 3202 
oral production exercise of exam number 12345." The teacher should also identify the 


picture (by theme) that will form the basis on the interview.


b) The teacher is permitted to address the student by his/her first name during the 
interview session


(c) Each cassette side shall be labeled in blue ink with the SCHOOL/CENTRE 
NUMBER and the EXAM NUMBERS of the students whose oral production exercises 
are recorded on it - the teacher must label:


 "School  400313; Exam number(s) 12345, 12346."


(d) Each cassette case shall be labeled in blue ink with the SCHOOL/CENTRE 
NUMBER and the EXAM NUMBERS of the students whose oral production exercises 
are recorded on the cassette contained therein.

    6.
The Oral Production Exercise tapes, appropriately labeled, accompanied by a completed 
"Oral Production Monitoring Form" summarizing the results for the whole class, are to 
be forwarded to the Department in the official Exam Return Envelope(s) provided, 
together with other public examination papers and materials, by the last day of school. 
(The Oral Production Monitoring Form will be forwarded to schools with other marking 
forms and the blank cassette tapes.)

Information on Administrating and Grading

     7.
Each oral production session is to be graded immediately upon completion. 

    8.
Scores out of 25 are to be submitted to the Department on the Oral Production 
Monitoring Form. No half marks should be accorded out of the total score of 25.


A score of zero must be indicated on the Oral Production Monitoring Form for students 
who do not present themselves for their scheduled oral production session. 

    9.
During the 15 minute preparation period for the oral production exercise, students are 
permitted to use language aids such as dictionaries, Bescherelle etc. However, no 
language aids may be used during the oral production assessment. Also, no notes or other 
work are permitted to be written on the sheet bearing the picture and the quote.

  10.
A copy of the “Grille de notation de la production orale” is included with the testing 
material. (It can also be found on the Français 3202 public examination website.) 
Teachers may photocopy this form to help them assess each student during the oral 
production exercise. Teachers should keep these for their records.

Information Related to Instruction

  11.
Teachers are provided with six sets of questions, six pictures and six quotes 
relating to the themes of Français 3202. One picture will be chosen randomly for each 
student.


To enable students to prepare for their interview, they are asked to study the picture 
carefully and do the following tasks:


(i)
find a title for the picture and justify it.


(ii)
prepare a description of its various elements (physical and emotional description 


of characters, setting)


(iii)
prepare for a discussion related to the quote which accompanies the picture.

12.
During the oral production assessment, teachers are to limit themselves to reading the 
script of questions provided relating to the picture and quote they have given the student. 
Providing teachers with scripts will ensure as much standardization as possible. However, 
teachers may repeat or even rephrase questions, should they deem such help necessary. 
Teachers should also feel free to caution students as to the relevance of their answers 
as long as they reflect this extra help later in their evaluation of the 
interview.

13.
All questions will be asked, unless the student has already answered the question while 
answering another question or, if the student has spoken extensively for 15 minutes and 
has answered sufficient high end questions to enable a fair assessment of spoken French. 
In such a case, the teacher will conclude the interview by asking the last question of the 
exercise (#15).

14.
Students should be made aware of the oral production assessment grid (Grille de 
notation de la production orale) as early as possible and it is recommended that teachers 
use it regularly during the school year.
15.
The oral production assessment grid (Grille de notation de la production orale) reflects 
the Curriculum Guide allowing 60% for the Message (content) and 40% for the Form 
(delivery of the message). Please note that students should also be made aware, well 
in advance of the oral production exercise (preferably as soon as they begin Level I), that 
they will be penalized (up to 12 %, or 3 points) for using English words.

16. 
Teachers should review with students throughout the school year, common 
vocabulary (clothing, homes, cities, nature, foods, means of transportation, schools, etc.), 
which was studied in earlier grades and may have been forgotten. Consideration could 
be given to asking students, on a weekly basis, to prepare for homework, a detailed 
description of a specific picture. A 15-minute brain-storming session could then allow 
students to share the vocabulary they have discovered or rediscovered. Students could 
also be asked to choose a picture, prepare a 3-minute description of it at home and share 
their description and their new vocabulary with a group. This type of activity can be done 
fairly quickly and provides valuable information to the teacher. 


Français 3202

Grille de notation de la production orale: (25%)

1. Évaluation du message: (15%)

Contenu du message: 8%
(i)
Pertinence des réponses/des arguments/des réactions: 2%

L’élève répond à toutes les réponses de façon pertinente. (2)


L’enseignant doit plusieurs fois remettre l’élève sur la bonne voie avant que le message 
ne devienne pertinent. (1)


Malgré l’aide répétée de l’enseignant, la plupart du message n’est pas pertinente. (0)

(ii)
Niveau de soutien des arguments/des réponses/des réactions: 6%

L’élève fait preuve de créativité, d’originalité, de connaissances générales, 
de profondeur 
ou de complexité de pensé. (1 à 6)

Communication du message: 7%
(i)
Confiance, spontanéité, prise de risques, autocorrections: 4%

        


(1 à 4)

(ii)
Usage exclusif du français, sauf pour l’utilisation d’anglicismes acceptés dans les 
communautés francophones: 3%

- aucun anglicisme (3)


- l’usage rare d’anglicismes (2)


- l’usage régulier d’anglicismes (1)


- une dépendance de l’anglais pour se faire comprendre (0)

2. Évaluation de la forme: (10%)

Correction grammaticale:
(i)
L’élève utilise les structures grammaticales avec succès: 5%


(bon usage de temps, de prépositions, d’articles et de pronoms, bon 



placement des pronoms et des adverbes dans les phrases)


(ii)
Sophistication et variété lexicale: 3%


L’élève utilise un choix judicieux de mots et d’expressions.


(iii)
Présentation: 2%


La prononciation, l’intonation et le débit des phrases sont bons.

PART II (75%)

Part II consists of three sections: listening comprehension, reading comprehension and written production, each valued at 25%.  Item content reflects the outcomes and themes as outlined in Arts langagiers: Français 1202-2202-3202: Programme d’études (1998).

Multiple choice items will be completed on the score sheet. Constructed responses are to be written in the examination booklet. 
SECTION A: Listening Comprehension (25%)
The Listening Comprehension section requires the use of an audio recording. One audio recording per 25 candidates writing the examination is provided.  This section of the examination is to be administered in a classroom setting.  All items and instructions for the listening comprehension  are included on the recording.   The audio recording should not be stopped during the examination.  

A variety of voices and accents, predominantly francophone are used.

The Listening Comprehension section consists of 2 items and is to be completed during the first 45 minutes of the Français 3202 public examination.

In Item 1(10%), students are initially presented with one picture/image. Students listen to four sentences and select the most appropriate one to accompany the picture/image. Sentences in this item are heard twice. Students indicate on their answer sheet, a, b, c or d, corresponding to which sentence they consider to be correct. This process is repeated ten times with ten different pictures. For each picture, students will therefore hear four sentences.

In Item 2(15%), students will hear three short passages. Each passage will be heard twice. The passages will be either dialogues or monologues or a combination of both. Each passage will be followed by five multiple choice questions. These questions are provided in the exam booklet, to guide the students in the listening evaluation. Students will hear four possible answers for each question and indicate on their answer sheet a, b, c, or d  the one that they consider to be correct. There is a total of fifteen questions for this item, five questions per passage.

SECTION B: Reading Comprehension (25%)
The Reading Comprehension section consists of 3 authentic texts, which differ in character from each other. The suggested completion time is 50 minutes. Texts are in the vicinity of 500-700 words and relate to the themes of the course. The language of the selections reflects that studied in the course, with the exception of words which may be understood from the context, or words which do not interfere with global comprehension.

Students are required to complete a total of 25 selected response (multiple choice) questions in this section for a value of 25%. All questions appear on the examination paper, each with 4 possible answers. Where students are to determine information in a specific area of the text, the paragraph or line of the passage is identified in the question. All questions are presented in order with reference to the passage. Questions range from contextual knowledge to word analysis. 
In addition to comprehension questions on the text, students may also be required to:


(i)   determine the meaning of words and expressions in context


(ii)  identify synonyms and antonyms using words in context.


(iii) identify pronouns or nouns or concepts they represent.


(iv) find the nouns described by adjectives.

By the end of high school, contextual word analysis should be a normal procedure for reading activities.

SECTION C: Written Production (25%)
The written production section consists of two items with a suggested completion time of 80 minutes. Students are required to write two compositions in their examination booklet:
Item 1 (15%): 
consists of a 350 word comparative study on two of the literary works studied during the year. 

Item 2 (10%):
 
consists of a 200 word personal response composition.

The two compositions will be designed so as to require students to write for a different purpose. (incitatif, expressif, ludique or informatif). 

The Assessment Grid (Grille de notation de la production écrite) reflects the specifications of the Curriculum Guide. Each composition will allow 60% for the Message (content) and 40% for the Form (language use). A 25 point grid system is used to assess each composition. Please refer to

 “ la Grille de notation de la production écrite” on the following page.

A checklist (liste de contrôle) is included in the examination booklet for revising and editing purposes.

Français 3202

Grille de notation de la production écrite : (25%)

1.
 Évaluation du message : (15%)


(i)
Structure : 4%

Le message est clairement structuré. On y trouve non seulement une introduction et 
    
une conclusion, mais les idées sont logiquement agencées sous forme de paragraphes.



(ii)
Degré de pertinence des arguments : 5%

Toutes les idées exprimées sont pertinentes au sujet développé.



(iii) Niveau de soutien des arguments : 6%

Les arguments sont soutenus par des références spécifiques aux œuvres, accompagnées               d’exemples concrets.

2.
 Évaluation de la forme : (10%)


(i)
Degré de succès dans l’utilisation des structures grammaticales : 5% 


(accords, concordance des temps, genre, formation des temps, bonne utilisation et 
bon 
placement de pronoms et d’adverbes, usage judicieux des prépositions()


(ii)
Choix judicieux de mots et d’expressions : 3%
(iii) Orthographe et ponctuation : 2 %
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